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THEME:  TOUCHING LIVES AS A MISSIONARY 

    CONGREGATION 
 

INTRODUCTION:  
 

Made For A Mission 

 

You are I were made for a mission. 

God is at work in the world, and He wants us to 

join Him. This assignment is called our mission. God 

want us to have both a ministry in the Body of 

Christ and a mission in the world. Our ministry is our 

service to believers and our mission is our service 

to unbelievers. Fulfilling our mission in the world is 

God’s fifth purpose for our life. 

 

Our mission is both shared and specific. One part 

of it is a responsibility we share in every other 

Christian, and the other part is an assignment that 

is unique to us. 

 

Jesus clearly understood His life mission on earth. 

At age twelve he said, “I must be about my 

Father’s business” and twenty-one years later, 

dying on the cross, he said, “It is finished”. Like 

bookends, this two statements frame a well-live, 

purpose driven life. Jesus completed the mission 

the Father gave Him. 

 

The mission Jesus had while on earth is now our 

mission because we are the body of Christ. What 

we did in His physical body we are to continue as 

His spiritual body, the Church. What is that mission? 
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How can we respond to this as a missionary 

congregation? 

 

Opening Song: “MISSION OF MAN” 

1. People of God look up and say: (Man, 

O man,) Why am I here?  

What’s my job? What’s my goal?  

You are from God, not only clay;  

you are a person with body and soul. 

 

Ref.  You are never forsaken like a   

sparrow all over the sky.  

You may be badly bedridden,  

O man.  

Yet trust and you’ll never die. 

 

2. If pride you’d have, God you’d forget  

when you do strive to be great,  

aim too high.  

Greatness will fade, you’ll soon regret,  

sooner or later you’re going to cry. ® 

 

3. You may be blind, begging all day;  

Mission each one’s got a job to be 

done.  

Yes, you are a man, get up and pray.  

Do not forget you are part of God’s 

plan.  
 

 

FIRST HOUR OF PRAYER: The Eucharist and Mission 

 

® 
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“The Eucharist is thus the source and summit not 

only of the Church’s life, but also of her mission: 

‘an authentically Eucharistic church is a missionary 

Church.’ We too must be able to tell our brothers 

and sisters with conviction: ‘That which we have 

seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that 

you may have fellowship with us’ (1Jn 1:3). Truly 

nothing is more beautiful than to know Christ and 

to make him known to others. The institution of the 

Eucharist, for that matter, anticipates the very 

heart of Jesus’ mission: he is the one sent by the 

Father for the redemption of the world (cf. Jn 3:16-

17; Rom 8:32).At the Last Supper, Jesus entrusts to 

his disciples the sacrament which makes present 

his self-sacrifice for the salvation of us all, in 

obedience to the Father’s will. We cannot 

approach the Eucharistic table without being 

drawn into the mission which, beginning in the 

very heart of God, is meant to reach all people. 

Missionary outreach is thus an essential part of the 

Eucharistic form of the Christian life.” 

 

Refection: 

 

Jesus is the beloved Son whom the Father 

consecrated and sent into world. How do we 

imitate him and continue his mission? How do we 

make Christ known to others? How does our 

Eucharistic life move us to give witness to the 

person of Christ who offered himself for the 

salvation of the world? How far have we reach out 

to others and touch their lives? What has become 

of the lives of the people around us with whom we 
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have made Christ present through our personal 

witness? 

 

2ND HOUR OF PRAYER: “Beatas Touching Lives of the            

    Youth in the Tamontaka Mission” 
 

The invitation to serve in the mission was clearly 

the emergence of the ‘finger of God’ to the 

daughters of Mother Ignacia. The response to the 

missionary call became another sub-plot in the 

story of the memories of the Beaterio. There was a 

recogida in the Beaterio, Agapita Domingo, fifty 

years old who was devout and zealous, sincerely 

seeking a way to serve God. Hearing about the 

offer for Tamontaka and the hesitation of the 

superior because of lack of personnel, she 

volunteered to go. But she could not go by herself, 

so she resorted to prayer. Then on her own 

initiative, she solicited volunteers among the other 

recogidas. Two kindred souls responded to the 

challenge: Bibiana Zapanta, a teacher and 

Balbina Rivera, the widow of a Spaniard. The three 

presented themselves to the superior, begging for 

the religious habit, then for the privilege to 

become the first missionaries to Mindanao. 

      

The four Sisters who live with them voluntarily, and 

with great edification and zeal have volunteered 

to help us in this work of such promise for the girls. 

They have come to Tamontaka from the Beaterio 

in Manila, ready to undertake the task and face 

the risks awaiting them in order to educate these 

girls with no hope of any material reward.  
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Reflection: 
 

How have we been inspired by the exemplary life 

of our first missionaries in Tamontaka? How has this 

inspiration been concretized in our own life in the 

mission? What have those whom we have been 

with in the mission said or wrote about us as 

partners in the missionary activity? What values did 

we uphold in our missionary endeavor? 
 

3RD HOUR OF PRAYER:  The Challenge of  Mission  

          in our World Today 
 

Mission is a source of newness. The energies of the 

cosmos, the riches of the nations, cultures and 

religions come to the Church through the mission. 

The Church, in permanent dialogue of life, offers 

to society the best nourishment, the Bread from 

heaven. It is important for the Church to offer the 

riches of the Word and Sacraments, the processes 

of healing and overcoming evil and its spiritual 

itineraries. 
 

Within the mission the ministries of charity demand 

a new creative imagination. In our world today, 

there are a lot of persons, of all ages, suffering the 

wounds of death due to injustice, war, corruption, 

violence. The mission of charity must find new 

expressions within the great net of globalization. 
 

To confront globalization and call it to 

accountability in the name of the liberating values 

of the New Reign of God. Religious today need to 

embrace pastoral choices largely unknown even 

in our recent past.  Today, our members need to 
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be versatile, not just in Theology and Scripture; 

they also need to be skilled in the language and 

procedures of macro-economics, in the subtle 

and persuasive powers of mass media, in the 

intricacies of law, in the dynamics of cultural and 

social systems. These are the areas where the 

crucible of critical values operates in our time. 

Without these “secular” engagements, we cannot 

hope to serve the Kingdom of God in a mature 

and responsible way. 
 

Reflection: 
 

How has our evangelizing mission in the different 

ministries of our congregation in the Philippines 

and overseas been responsive to the signs of the 

time? How have we as a community gone out of 

ourselves to care, welcome and exercise 

Samaritan hospitality to the wounded in our 

society? How open are we to engage in inter-

religious dialogue with people in the place we live 

and work? Have we committed ourselves to new 

forms of liturgical, religious and cultural expressions 

of our religion and faith? Are we courageous 

enough to immerse ourselves in the lives of people 

in the midst of poverty, injustice, war and 

violence? 

 

CLOSING PRAYER:  “PRAYER FOR MISSIONARIES” 

Scripture:  "Pray for us." -- Hebrews 13:18 

You can use your fingers as memory aids when 

you pray for missions. Here's how those fingers 

become prayer points:  
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1. Thumb 

Since your thumb is nearest to you, begin by 

praying for those missionaries closest to you. 

They are the easiest ones to remember. C.S. 

Lewis said that praying for those we love is a 

"sweet duty." 

2. Index or pointing finder 

Let your "pointing finger" remind you to pray 

for missionaries who teach, instruct, and 

heal. This includes teachers, doctors, and 

evangelists. They need support and wisdom 

for pointing others in the right direction. 
3. Middle finger 

Our tallest finger reminds us of our church 

leaders. We can never pray too much for 

them. Pray for those who supervise and 

direct missionary outreach. 
4. Ring finger 

Surprisingly, the ring finger is our weakest 

finger (as any piano teacher will testify). This 

weak finger reminds us to pray for those 

missionaries who are discouraged, in 

trouble, or in pain.  

5. Little finger 

Our little finger is the smallest finger of all, 

which is where we should place our 

individual wants and desires in relation to 

world evangelism needs. The Bible says, "The 

least shall be the greatest among you." Your 

pinkie should remind you to pray for the 

people of the world who have the greatest 

need to find Jesus. Pray that they will open 

their eyes and see Him. 
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Closing Song:    “Companions on the Journey”  

         or your own choice 

We have come to tell our story,  

we have gathered to break bread 

And to celebrate the wonder of our rising from the 

dead 

We have gathered in your name, Lord 

Though we’re sinful, we are found 

Yet our lives are recreated by the presence of our 

God. 
 

We are a resurrection people,  

we are companions on the way 

And we walk the road together  

toward the everlasting day 

We have the peace the world can’t give us  

and it cannot take away 

And we are glad we are companions,  

companions on the way. 
 

We have walked through many darknesses  

And we’ll walk through many more 

And we share a sweet communion  

With the saints who’ve walked before 

We have faced the faceless mystery  

of the God who dwells within 

In our dying and our risings,  

we are brought to life again. 
 

We will bear each other’s burden,  

we will dry each other’s tears 

In this banquet of belonging  

there can be no strangers here 

All our winters turn to springtime,  

all our mournings turn to dancing 

As our healing comes through pain 
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As we tell the old, old story of God’s love  

poured out in Christ 

We are challenged and invited  

from the darkness into light 

We have heard a common calling  

if we listen we can hear 

Jesus’ voice in tones compelling gently  

echo in our hearts. 
 

We have the peace the world can’t give us  

and it cannot take away 

And we are glad we are companions,  

COMPANIONS ON THE WAY! 
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