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July: “Touching Lives in Our Partnership with our Lay 

Collaborators” 

 

Introduction  
 

 In fidelity to the legacy of Mother Ignacia del 

Espiritu Santo and the foundational community, we are 

called to be life-giving not only to one another and the 

people we serve but also to the people who serve and work 

with us. We acknowledge our need for lay collaborators and 

partners in our different ministries and communities. Our 

Landas and Custom Book remind us of the Ignacian way of 

relating to our lay collaborators. It is the way of partnership. 

“We recognize the initiatives of the laity and collaborate 

with them in their active and responsible participation in the 

mission of the church… We share with them our spiritual 

and apostolic legacy, our resources and experiences. We 

offer them a formation program on Ignacian values. We 

affirm our solidarity with them as our lay partners” (Landas 

#78). “We relate with our lay partners with respect and 

justice and help them attain the Christian ideal to which they 

are called. We encourage them to contribute their share in 

the building of the community” (Custom Book #77).  
 

Our recollection for the month of July is thus focused 

on “Touching Lives in our Partnership with Our Lay 

collaborators.”  

 

Grace: A deep interior life that enables us to live and work 

joyfully with our lay collaborators in the mission in 

the spirit of Mary and Mother Ignacia del Espiritu 

Santo.  

 

Opening Activity  

            Song: “Lord, You Called us Graciously” (SAP 31)  

 

            Reading: Mark 3:13-19  
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Reflection 
 

 Jesus involved others in his mission of proclaiming 

the reign of God. He chose twelve disciples to be the core of 

his community of disciples. Each one is a different 

personality. Jesus saw in each of them the best that they 

could become. He saw their giftedness and potentials that 

can be developed for the glory of God. In the course of His 

ministry, people who were attracted by His preaching and 

drawn to His person joined the group of disciples. Jesus 

taught them as He is teaching us now how to carry out our 

mission in collaboration with others.  
 

Opening Prayer 

 

(Part of the community takes the role of the disciples and the 

others assume the role of being their partners in mission)  

 

Leader: “They left everything and followed Jesus”. (Luke 

5:11)  

 

Mary: I am Mary of Nazareth. I must also leave some 

security behind. The challenge of the unknown is there 

for me. Jesus, you know the questions in my heart.  

 

Mary’s Partner: When you send your messengers to me, may 

I be like Mary who is open to receive them. May I say 

with deep trust in you, “Let what you have said be done 

in me.”  

 

Zacchaeus: I am Zacchaeus. I need to leave behind my 

concerns of what others will think of me. Jesus, when 

you approach my true of life, when you ask to come to 

the home of my heart, may I be ready.  
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Zacchaeus’ Partner: Like Zacchaeus, help me to respond to 

your call and to live the message of the gospel, even 

though I may experience criticism and rejection.  

 

Peter: I am Peter. I am asked to let go of my desire to be 

perfect and to live with my own unfinished condition.  

 

Peter’s Partner: Jesus, you loved Peter as he was. You love 

me as I am. May I not only respond yes to your question, 

“Do you love me?” but also say yes when you take me 

“where I would rather not go.”  

 

Levi: I am Levi, the tax collector. I must leave behind my 

strong ambitions for success and power.  

 

Levi’s Partner: Jesus, help me to become more concerned 

about the process of my life and ministry than about the 

results and the success involved. Teach me what it means 

to leave everything and follow you.  

 

Samaritan Woman: I am Samaritan woman. I am asked to 

leave behind my doubts about my own self-worth.  

 

Samaritan Woman’s Partner: Jesus, you called this woman to 

appreciate her own goodness. In my moments of self-

doubt and hesitation, fill me with a disciple’s Heart. Help 

me to listen to you and to believe in your belief in me.  
 

Disciple: I am the woman who washed the feet, Jesus. You 

ask me to leave my old ways behind me. Fill me with 

true sorrow for the times when I have wandered far from 

you and your message.  
 

Partner: Like the woman who washed your feet, Jesus, I too 

can experience the generosity of your forgiveness when I 

come to you with the tears of repentance.  
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Lazarus: I am Lazarus. I need the call to come out from my 

tomb. I must leave whatever is dead or binding for my 

spirit. Jesus, you call me daily to greater spiritual 

freedom.  

 

Lazarus’ Partner: As a disciple, may I grow in my ability to 

have a discerning heart. Like Lazarus, may I, too, be 

unbound and set free.  

 

Closing Prayer  

 

Jesus, you call to each of us: “Leave anything that holds you 

back from deeper love. Come follow me, again and again. 

”Grant each of us the courage to leave behind whatever 

keeps us from you and to trust you with our life.  

 

May my heart’s connection with you be so strong and true 

that will daily risk the road of following in your foot steps. 

Keep me open to the adventure of life and mission with 

others where I meet you day by day. Remind me often of my 

inner goodness and the inner goodness of my partners in the 

ministry. Help me to believe that you look upon each of us 

with love. Thank you for the call to belong to your 

community of disciples. Amen  

 

Closing Song: “Gather us Together” (SAP #80)  

 

First Hour of Prayer: Touching Lives as Ignacian 

Partners in Mission  

 

Scripture:  

Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power 

and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, and he 

sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and heal... 

They departed and went through the villages, bringing the 

good news and curing diseases everywhere. (Luke 9:1-2.6)  
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After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them 

on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he 

himself intended to go. He said to them, “The harvest is 

plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of 

the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. (Luke 10:1-

2)  

 

 From Jesus’ own example we learn the meaning of 

partnership in mission. At the very start of his ministry, Jesus 

called people to be associated with him and his mission. He 

formed them into a community, empowered them and sent 

them on mission. The Evangelist Luke makes it clear that 

besides the Twelve, there were other disciples called and 

sent by Jesus to participate in his mission. Characteristic of 

Jesus’ partnership with the disciples in mission is abiding 

love and trust, empowerment and centrality of the Father’s 

will.  

 

Points for consideration:  

 

● The original decision of Mother Ignacia to live by the 

sweat of her brow in the service of the Divine 

Majesty defined the character of the community and 

paved the way for the emergence of the community’s 

apostolic involvements. Mother Ignacia and her 

companion beatas earned their livelihood by sewing 

and handicraft. Their work necessarily brought them 

into contact with outsiders. The 1726 rules contain 

provisions concerning their attitudes towards 

outsiders (I.3.22.30). Significant in these provisions 

is the quality of conversations that should be “the 

means of seeking that true life which will merit 

eternal blessedness” (I.30). Thus, Mother Ignacia was 

always thinking of the spiritual benefit of those who 

associated with them and their work.  
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● This Ignacia legacy is found in our Landas #78; 

Custom Book #77 and #105. 

  
Suggested Reflection / Prayer  

 

● Recall some significant experiences with lay 

collaborators in your community and ministry. In 

what way does your partnership with lay 

collaborators reflect the spirit of Jesus in his 

partnership with the disciples in mission? How were 

you able to share the Ignacian spirituality with the lay 

collaborators?  

● Partnership calls all partners to confess individual 

and collective failings, to seek forgiveness for 

complicity with powers of injustice, to repent from 

histories of shared exploitation, to move toward 

common celebration of Christ’s sacrifice of 

reconciliation, and together to give thanks and praise 

to God for all gifts of grace and renewal.  

● Reflect on how your partnership with lay 

collaborators has been an experience of conversion, 

making you aware of human vulnerability and sins 

and at the same time of God’s forgiveness. Did your 

lay collaborators experience God’s forgiveness 

mutually shared in Jesus Christ? Were there 

opportunities for you and lay collaborators to join in 

thankful worship to celebrate God’s gift of grace and 

renewal?  

● End with Psalm 149 or any Psalm of Praise.  

 

Second Hour of Prayer: Touching Lives through 

Recognition and Respect in Mutually and 

Interdependence 
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Scripture 

 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, 

some prophets, some evangelist, some pastors and teachers, 

to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up 

the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the 

faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to 

the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer 

be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind 

of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in 

deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must 

grow up in every way into him is the ahead, into Christ, from 

whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every 

ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working 

properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in 

love, (Eph 4:11-16) 

 

Points for consideration:  

 

● “We relate with our lay partners with respect and 

justice and help them attain the Christian ideal to 

which they are called. We encourage them to 

contribute their share in the building up of the 

community” (Custom Book #77).  

● At one point in the life of the community, Mother 

Ignacia thought about the Beaterio’s relationship 

with the “outsiders.” She decided not to consider 

this as a problem or a hindrance but as a means to 

share their faith with others. Those who worked 

with Mother Ignacia and the Beatas experienced the 

charity that animated the foundational community.  

● Partnership calls all partners to respect other 

partners in Christ, and to recognize one another’s 

equal standing before God. Recall your dealings 

with our lay partners. Have you recognized and 

respected their unique contexts? Are the gifts and 

needs of our lay partners affirmed and respected? 
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Are we aware of the cultural differences between us 

and our lay partners or do we impose our own on 

them?  

● Partnership calls for interdependence in which 

mutual aid comes to all, where mutual 

accountability resides, and no partner dominates 

another because of affluence or “expertise.” In our 

experience with lay collaborators, is there mutual 

affirmation of self-reliance, mutual giving and 

receiving? Is there space for us and our lay partners 

to be guided by self-determination? Is there 

openness to new dynamics of mutual service and 

mutual renewal, overcoming unhealthy dynamics of 

power and dependency?  

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

  

 Like St. Paul, pray and be grateful to God for your 

 co-workers. See Phil 1:3-11. 

 

Third Hour of Prayer: Touching Lives through Open 

Dialogued and Transparency and Sharing of Resources 

 

Scripture  

 Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for 

love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another 

without complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold 

grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of 

you has received. Whoever speaks must do so as one 

speaking the very words of God; whoever serves must do so 

with the strength that God supplies, so that God may be 

glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong 

the glory and he power forever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 4:8-

11)  
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Points for Consideration:  

 

● Landas #78: “We need lay collaborators and partners 

in our different ministries. We share with them our 

spiritual and apostolic legacy, our resources and 

experiences. We offer them a formation program on 

Ignacian values. We affirm our solidarity with them 

as our lay partners by assisting them in their growth, 

in response to the Church’s mandate that “all are 

invited to a profound renewal, so that having a lively 

awareness of their personal responsibility for the 

spreading of the Gospel,” they may fulfill their role 

in the missionary work among the nations.  

● Partnership calls for open dialogue where a common 

discernment of God’s call to mission is sought, where 

Scripture is the base for prophetic challenge, where 

local initiative is respected, where differences are 

mediated in a Christ-like manner, and where all 

partners are transparent with regard to their activities 

and support. In what way have we maintained open 

dialogue and transparency with our lay collaborators? 

Does God’s Word shape us to loving confront one 

another’s failings and prophetically challenge 

systems of power and domination? Do we engage our 

lay collaborators in discernment for greater 

availability for mission?  

● Partnership calls for the sharing of all types of 

resources: human, cultural, financial and spiritual; 

especially including friendly conversation and faith 

transforming life experiences. Recall instances when 

you and lay partners experience ministering to and 

inspiring one another, listening to and critiquing one 

another. Besides material resources, have we shared 

our Ignacian spirituality with our lay partners?  
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● How has your intimacy with Jesus shaped you to 

touch the lives of our lay collaborators through 

partnership in mission?  

 

Closing Prayer:  

 

 Scripture: Rom 12:3-8 

 

 Dear God, help us to see the beauty of partnership. 

When you created the world, you have thought of making 

humanity your partner. You crowned us with glory and 

honor and gave us rule over the works of your hands. Who 

are we, mortals, that you should care for us? Yet You have 

made us little less than a God!  

 

 You taught us partnership through your covenant 

with the Chosen people. It was a covenant of love and 

fidelity.  

 

 In your Son Jesus, you gave us a concrete example of 

partnership. He showed us the way of truth, justice, and love 

in community and mission. Through His cross and 

resurrection, the truth about You, our One True God – 

Father, Son and Spirit – is revealed. You rule the world by 

your communion of love. You created and re-create us, you 

redeem us, you sanctify us until we are home in your 

everlasting presence.  

 

 Grant us then to learn from You how to be partners in 

mission with our lay collaborators. Enable us to live the 

spirit of our Mother Foundress and give them four gifts:  

 

 Authorship – that they themselves may see their work 

as meaningful and worthwhile, feel personally accountable 

for the consequences of their efforts and be joyful for the 
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feedback that lets them know the results of their efforts. May 

we affirm their contribution to the fulfillment of our mission.      

  

 Love – that they may experience our caring that 

begins with knowing. May we have mutual listening, 

understanding and acceptance. May our caring progress 

through a deepening sense of appreciation, respect and 

ultimately love. May our love be strong enough to confront 

our vulnerability so that we can drop our masks, meet heart 

to heart and be present for one another. May we mold the 

soul of our community through a sense of unity and delight 

in voluntary human encounters. 

  

 Power – May we realize that people stripped of 

power look for ways to fight back: sabotage, passive 

resistance withdrawal or angry militancy. May we give 

power that liberates energy for more productive use. Let this 

gift of power unite us in working toward a common cause.  

 

 Significance – May we be confident that the mission 

is worthy of our efforts, deserving our commitment and 

loyalty. May we help them sustain their faith rather than burn 

out and retire on the job. May we be able to sustain and 

encourage faith in themselves and recall them to faith when 

they have lost it.  

 

 All these we ask in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

Song: He the Grain (SAP #82)  
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“There can be no vulnerability without risk; there can be no 

community without vulnerability; there can be no peace, and 

ultimately no life, without community.”  

       Scott Peck  
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